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HON ADELE FARINA (South West) [5.45 pm]: Earlier today I asked a question of the minister representing 
the Minister for Regional Development about a $5.3 million commitment made by the 
Minister for Regional Development for the creation of marine parks in the south west. I know that the minister is 
not required to provide me with an answer that I like, but I expect to be provided with an answer that relates to 
the question. The first part of the question I asked was whether marine parks had been created in the south west 
in 2014–15 and the second part was what new marine parks are planned in the south west in 2015–16, and I got 
a “no” to both of them. I then asked how much of the committed $5.3 million had been spent on the creation of 
new marine parks in the south west, and the minister went on to detail expenditure well in excess of $5.3 million 
spent and proposed to be spent in relation to a national park in the south west. 

The royalties for regions funding commitment was for the creation of marine parks. The cost shifting that has 
occurred under the royalties for regions program is well documented, with departments sucking up royalties for 
regions funding to run programs and services that they should be funding out of their own departmental budgets. 
I find this quite extraordinary and it raises some very serious questions about the mismanagement of the royalties 
for regions program, because, according to the Minister for Regional Development’s media release, this funding 
commitment of $5.3 million was specifically for the creation of marine parks in the south west. Based on the 
minister’s answer, it appears that this money is now being spent on the management of a national park in the 
south west. I think the minister has an obligation to provide in this house a ministerial statement explaining why 
money that was committed for the creation of marine parks in the south west is now being spent on an entirely 
different purpose and what level of accountability is being applied to departments when they get royalties for 
regions funding. 
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